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PouLtticaL. 


REFERRING to the death of Mulhar Rao, the ex-Guicowar of Baroda’ 
which recently took place at Madras, the 
Som Prakdsh, of the 7th August, makes the 
following observations:—Mulhar Rao has obtained his release from the 
rigour of British diplomacy. Alas! the wonderful monument erected by 
Lord Northbrook has at length given way, the memento of his glory which 
~ go long remained in Southern India has now perished. Within the States 
of Native Princes there reside Political Agents, each of whom is like the 
veritable God of Death. Their presence may be likened to the presence of 
dangers incarnate. They are all-in-all in Native States, the Princes being 
playthings in their hands. Says the Political Agent, “‘ Stand on one leg,” and 
instantly the Prince stands motionless as a sacrificial post, and with hands 
joined. ‘‘ Sit down,” orders the Political Agent, and the Prince sits down ina 
constrained attitude like a thing cowed. Orders are issued next moment 
to do this and to do that, and to waste all a prince may have in this matter 
and that matter. The Princes obey unhesitatingly and without protest. 
The Native Princes do not possess the least independence, not even to the 
extent of sleeping or sitting as they please, and are only driven like pack- 
bullocks with bored noses by European officials. Truth to tell, even the peace 
and independence enjoyed by a day-labourer do not fall to the lot of Native 
Princes living under the rule of the justice-loving British nation. Mulhar 
Rao was conyicted on a false charge, dethroned, and exiled toa lonely 
place, where, in the anguish of his heart, he spent his days like another 
Alexander Selkirk. The only serious disease which afflicted him was his 
intense mental anguish; the incurable disease in his case was nothing else 
but the result of the impartial judgment of the British nation, the other 
symptoms being the concomitant effects of the primary disease. He was at 
length prevailed upon to take English medicines, which he had long refused 
to take, swayed by a conviction that English medicines, like the hearts of 
Englishmen, were unclean and unholy. In his death a wonderful monument 
of the machinations of Political Agents has ceased to exist. The history 
of his exile will remain recorded in the pages of history. 

2. The following is a summary of anarticle in the same paper on 
the war in Egypt :—The blunders committed 
by Lord Beaconsfield’s Government in the 
matter of the Afghan war, which were denounced by the Liberal party, 
have assumed larger proportions and reappeared to confound the counsels 
of the present Government and to have, as it were, their revenge uponit. The 
present Cabinet has committed two blunders in respect of the war that 
is going on in Egypt. The first is the destruction of Alexandria and the 
attempt to have Arabi declared arebel. The British Government has no 
right to declare Arabi a rebel. It does not possess any rights in Kgypt which 
belongs to the Sultan. It has indeed purchased the interest of the Egyptian 
Government in the Suez Canal, but that does not give it any right to oat 


Mulhar Rao Guicowar. 


The war in Egypt. 


The present Cabinet, however, desires to follow the example of its pre 


cessors. Like Lord Beaconsfield, who wished to have one of the protegés 
of the British Government appointed Amir of Afghanistan, and thus to have 
that country brought under his iufluence, the present Ministry would set up 
a willing and obedient Khedive on the throne of Egypt, and thus indirectly 
have the Government of that country placed in their hands. The second 
blunder committed by the present Cabinet consists in their attempt to 
charge to Indian revenues the cost of the Indian expeditionary force for 
Egypt. India has no interest in the war which is now being waged in 
Egypt—a war brought about solely by the selfish greed of the British nation. 
That under an administration which has Mr. Gladstone as its head, the 
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people of this country should be saddled with the cost of an inequitable 
war, is a circumstance which was never dreamt of. 

8 he Ananda Basar Patrikd, of the 7th August, contains an article 
on Egyptian affairs written throughout ip 
a bantering tone. The writer remarks that 
England seems to be surprised at the fearless attitude of Arabi Bey anq 
at the devotion of the Egyptian troops to his cause. She is, however, still 
more surprised at the attitude of the Sultan, who refuses to declare Arabj 
a rebel. And the cause of her surprise is that the Sultan has not remem. 
bered the friendly services which she had rendered him during the Rusgo- 
Turkish war—such services as the expression of good wishes for Turkey, 
the sending of Indian sepoys to Malta, and relieving Turkey of the burden 
of Cyprus. Another surprise was, it would seem, in store for England: 
she was waging a war with Egypt for the benefit of the people of India, 
who derive many advantages from the English trade carried on through 
the Suez Canal, but they do not appreciate her work and are not willing to 
pay the cost of the Egyptian war. What is worse, Lord Ripon also is 
of the same opinion. 

4, The Sahachar, of the 9th August, deprecates the proposal of the 
Secretary of State to charge to Indian revenues 
the cost of the Indian Contingent ordered for 
service in Hgypt. ‘he present war is being 
waged in the interests of England. India, as in duty bound, is ready to assist 
her with men, but she is unable to pay the costs. Lord Ripon has again 
earned the gratitude of the people of India by protesting against Lord 
Hartington’s proposal. 

5. The Urdu Guide, of the 5th August, remarks that the statement 
that Indian Mussulmans are offering up 
prayers for the success of Arabi Bey is _per- 
fectly unfounded. ‘To do so would be praying for the success of the enemy of 


the Khedive, whose interests are identical with those of the Sultan of Turkey. 
No Mussulman would do this. 


Egypt. 


Cost of the Indian Contingent 
ordered for Egypt. 


British Government and Arabi Bey. 


Pusuic ADMINISTRATION. 


6. The Bharat Mihir, of the 1st August, remarks that the visit of 
The Lieutenant-Governor in Kast the Lieutenant-Governor to East Bengal 
Bengal. at’ this time, when the question of introdue- 
ing local self-government among the people of this country is under 
consideration, must be regarded as an auspicious event. It is said that, m 
point of education and general advancement, East Bengal is far behind 
West Bengal. It is therefore the duty of His Honor to carefully enquire 
into this matter. He siould freely mix with the people, and not allow hin- 
self to be guided merely by the advice of the local officials. He will find on 
enquiry that the head-quarters of every district in East Bengal is fit 
receive the boon of local self-government. The writer proceeds to direct 
His Honor’s attention to the hardship caused by the operation of the 
license-tax, as also to the necessity of expediting the operations of the 
Dacca and Mymensing Railway. 

7. In an article communicated to the Sddhdrani, of the 6th August, 
the writer makes the following suggestions 
in connection with the scheme of local self- 
government :—There should be a Board established for the sudder of every 
district, and for every other advanced sub-division. Representatives 
from the mofussil sub-divisional Boards should be sent to the sudder 
Board, which will have control over the district, and the Chairmaa ° 
which would be the Chairman: of the district Board. ‘There should be 


Local self-government. 
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further established a branch Board for every thana jurisdiction composed 
of five to seven members elected by the inhabitants living thereunder. 
It would be the duty of these branch Boards to advise the sub-divisional 
Board on matters relating to their respective thanas. ‘Thescheme, if adopted, 
will have the advantage of combining the intelligence and education of 
members of district Boards with the local knowledge possessed by the ablest 
men of a rural tract. 

8. <Acorrespondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 7th August, asks 

Government to exempt native Kabirajes from 

The license tax and native Jiability to pay the license tax. The law 

asses | indeed exempts doctors and lawyers, but, as a 

matter of fact, native Kabirajes have been assessed with the tax on the 

alleged ground that they sell medicines. They, however, do not do this, 
but supply their medicines to their patients free of cost. 

9, Thesame paper, after giving a summary of the figures contained 
in the last report on the charitable dispen- 
saries in Bengal, proceeds to remark that the 
reduction of the expenditure incurred in the purchase of English medicines 
clearly accounts for the growing inefficiency of these institutions, for the 
mismanagement of their affairs, and for the fact that the out-door patients 
are not properly treated therein. Charitable dispensaries all labour under 
the reproach that they are not supplied with good medicines, and that they 
do not place a proper medical treatment within the reach of the patients. 
This reproach is not altogether groundless. One can easily understand how 
in these dispensaries Hnglish medicines have given place to chiretia and 
nitdfal. The European system of treatment is expensive, and cheap 
indigenous drugs cannot answer its requirements. The sick do not resort 
to the dispensaries, because they are convinced that costly EKuropean medi- 
cines are not to be had therein. There is another reason why these institu- 
tions have become unpopular; namely, the haughty disposition of the 
medical officer in charge, who attends more to his private practice than to 
the requirements of those that seek the benefit of the charitable dispensary. 

10. A correspondent of the same paper remarks that the proposal td 
abolish the sub-registry office at Balagor in 
the Hooghly district, if carried out, will cause 
considerable inconvenience to the inhabitants, who will now, for the purposes 
of registration, have to go to Pandooah, a distance of 14 to 20 miles. It is 
hoped His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will reconsider the matter. 

ll. The Navavibhakar, of the 7th August, condemns the agitation 

pee | 7 which originated inthe order of Sir Ashley Eden 
gitation against the appointment <i. . 
of Bengalis to the public service out- prohibiting the appointment of Bengalis to the 
side of Bengal. public service in Behar, against: the employ- 
ment of Bengalis in any province outside of Bengal, on the ground that this 
attempt to foment a feeling of race antagonism among the people of this 
country is calculated to produce very injurious consequences. It will have 
the effect of retarding the progress of the country. The rule that should 
regulate the action of Government in this matter is that merit alone shall 
entitle a person to be appointed to the public service. And it is because this 
rule has been hitherto acted upon, that Bengalis are found to hold public 
offices in Behar, Orissa, the North-Western Provinces and elsewhere. The 
writer takes the occasicn to rebuke those who advocate the superior claims 
of Mahomedans to be appointed to the public service. 
12. The same paper remarks, in reference to the recent meeting held 
meee at Belvedere, at which the  Lieutenant- 
sclf-povermen nt om Peon and local Governor consulted the officers of the 
Burdwan Division on the subject of local 
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self-government, that this fact is a proof of the laudable desire of His Honor 
to ascertain the views of those entrusted with the real government of the 
country before making an important administrative change. It is, however 
doubtful whether the scheme of local self-government will ever prove , 
success, if Mr. Rivers Thompson places too much reliance upon their views 
These officers are, as a body, opposed to the introduction of the scheme 
Now that His Honor is on tour, it behoves him to consult the real leaders 
of the native communities of different places. These real leaders, of Course 
are not those who are regarded in that light by the European 
officials. The people have no confidence in these pseudo-leaders. The 
writer is fully confident that educated natives will be willing to attend to 
the work of local Boards without expecting to be paid for their services. 
18. The same paper dwells upon the necessity on the part of Govern. 
ment of adopting measures for the compila. 
tion of accurate and trustworthy statistics of 
agriculture, births and deaths, and other matters of publicimportance. The 
work of compiling vital statistics, as it is now conducted, does not answer any 
useful purpose. The Lieutenant-Governor himself questions the accuracy of 
the figures furnished by the Sanitary Commissioner, and the soundness of the 
conclusions based upon them by that officer; and yet His Honor does not 
appear to be willing.to adopt any decisive measures for the improvement of 
the present unsatisfactory state of things. Government should either make 
arrangements for the compilation of trustworthy statistics, or direct a 
discontinuance of elaborate reports bristling with fictitious figures. 

14. The same paper regrets to have to notice that nothing practical — 
has come of the Nuddea Fever Commission — 
appointed last cold season. In the meantime 
the malarious fever is about to break out 


Compilation of vital statistics. 


Government and the malarious 
fever in Bengal. 


again. 
15. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 7th August, contains a long 
article in which the writer remarks that the 
fears of those who think that the introduc- 
tion of local self-government among the people will ultimately have the 
effect of weakening British rule in India are utterly groundless, inasmuch 
as educated natives are fully convinced that the continuance of British supre- 
macy is essential to the well-being of this country. India is so well guarded 
on its different sides that Government has no fear of a foreign invasion, 
nor need it dread a rising of the native population against its authority. 
The Native Princes are powerless for mischief, the military races bitterly 
hate each other, while the English-speaking Bengalis can only indulge in 
tall-talk. The only cause of fear lies in the uneducated masses who have 
no idea of the strength or the resources of the British Government. Its 
the merit of Lord Ripon’s scheme of local self-government that it will 
improve the condition and touch the hearts of these masses, and make 
them truly loyal to the Empress of India. 
16. The Charu Varta, of the 7th August, remarks that, now that 
The Lieutenant-Governor in Mymen. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 18 2 
Mymensingh, it behoves him to (1) ascertain 
the real wishes of the inhabitants in respect of local self-government: 
(2) to expedite the construction of the Dacca and Mymensingh Railway ; 
and (3) to adopt measures for setting free the silted-up channel of the 
Brahmaputra river. 
17. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 8th August, is not satisfied with 
the circular issued by Mr. Rivers Thompso? 
to Divisional Commissioners on the subje! 
of local self-government. His Honor has directed Commissioners 
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ascertain the views of influential native gentlemen on this matter, but it 
‘s to be regretted that the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division has not 
ei taken any steps in this direction. The District Magistrate indeed 
called two meetings, but the subject discussed thereat was the method of 
appointing a Chairman to the Municipality. The Hditor then proceeds 
to remark that the people of this country are not wholly unacquainted 
with local self-government. They still possess the institution of village 
punchayet. (See paragraph 22 of our Report of the 22nd July 1882.) 

| 18. The Bharat Bandhu, of the 8th August, is of opinion that 

Reduction of the Indian Army Government has not acted wisely in re- 
inadvisable. ae: ducing the strength of the Indian Army 
by seven thousand men. The fears expressed by Anglo-Indian journals 
in this connection are indeed somewhat exaggerated, but it cannot 
be denied that, for the preservation of peace in the Empire, it is necessary 
to maintain the army at its full strength. 2 

19. The Sahachar, of the 9th August, publishes a summary in Bengali 
of the Resolution of the Government of 
India on the iron industry of this country, 
and thanks the present administration for having attended to this 
subject. 

20. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 8th August, remarks that 
the introduction of stock-notes into the 
country will have the effect uf draining it of 
all gold and silver. It isa shrewd device that Government has now hit 
upon. Englishmen are laughing in their sleeves at the stupidity of the 
natives of India. 

91. The Uchit Baka, of the Sth August, regrets to have to observe 
that, while the Contagious Diseases Act is 
in force in certain portions of the town, it is 
not in force in others, namely, those which are inhabited by natives. Why 
does not the Health Officer, it is asked, report upon the working of the Act ? 


Iron industry in India. 
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EDUCATION. 


92. The Som Prakdsh, of the 7th August, dwells on the miserable 


a condition of teachers employed in Govern- 
col SSC aided schools. These low-paid teachers 
have no prosvect of obtaining promotion or 
pension. It has become exceedingly necessary to do something to improve 
their status. Matters should be so arranged, that such among them as may 
be found possessed of exceptional merit could be appointed to posts in 
Government offices. The office of examiner in connection with the scholar- 
ship tests, which carries rewards with it, should also be reserved for them. 
23. The Navavibhakar, of the 7th August, remarks, in reference 


ee si | to the recently published rules for the award 
and other scholarships. ~Ss«Es«éimary and other scholarships, that the 

? rule requiring the holder of a junior scholar- 
ship to be of good conduct, and to make progress in a collegiate course of 
instruction, will work beneficially. The rule that a junior scholar must be 
able to read and write with facility one of the vernacular languages of 
Sengal has been practically disregarded of late years. It ought to be now 
enforced strictly. The rule that candidates for the primary and junior 
scholarships must have studied for certain stated periods in the schools to which 
they might severally belong at the time of presenting themselves at the examin- 
ations will operate injuriously in the case of lads who may be suddenly called 
“pon, owing to changed circumstances in which their guardians may be 
placed, to join another school. The rule ought to be relaxedin such cases. 


BHARAT ANDHO, 
August 8th, 1882. 


SamacCHakg, 
August 9th, 1882. 


SaMacHAR 
CHampDrika, 


August 8tb, 1882, 


Ucait Baxta 
August 6th, 1882. 


Som Praxasn, 
August 7th, 1882. 


NAVAVIBHAKAS, 
August 7th, 1882. 


Urgat Darvin, 
July 30th, 1882. 


Urgal Darpara. 


UTKAL DARPANA, 


Purr PateBixa, 
July 31st, 1882. 


Barasore SApranik 


SaMBAD PaTRiKa, 
August 3rd, 1882, 


government in accordance with the principles laid down in the 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. After several addresses 
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94. The Utkal Darpana, of the 30th July, refers to a meet 
at Balasore on the 29th ultimo, 
auspices of the Balasore National 


ing held 
under the 


‘ @ ° . Society » to 
consider whether it was possible to discharge the duties imposed by self. 


Local self-government in Balasore. 


Circular of 


had been 
delivered, and a vote of thanks to the Governor-General had been 
unanimously carried, ee | 

It was decided that the Balasore Municipality should be ranted a 
general elective system ; sala 

That the Chairman and Commissioners should be appointed by the 
rate-payers at a general election ; 3 

That the qualifications of Commissioners should be in accordance 
with the rules laid down for the Krishnagar and Burdwan Municipalities. 

That the town should be divided into six wards ; 

That the Government be requested to nominate three members ; 

That certain persons be appointed to explain to people in the 
Mofussil the benefits that would accrue from the proposed establishment 
of local and district Boards, in connection with the scheme of local self. 
government. 


- A Committee was appointed to prepare rules, and to obtain signatures 
of the rate-payers. 

25. The same paper hears that a few days ago the steamer 
Reliance, which plies between Calcutta and 
Chandbally, having left Calcutta anchored off 
the Saugar Point, probably through stress of 
weather, and there rode at anchor for five days together. The passengers, 
who were ill-provided for such an emergency, suffered much, and five 
died of starvation. If this is true, who 1s to be held responsible for this loss 
of human life ? Could it not have been avoided, if the chief officer had 
steered the vessel back into the river and landed the passengers somewhere 


to refresh themselves? The matter is a very serious one and requires to 
be looked into. 


26. The same paper has learnt with surprise that the English Cabinet 
Cost of the expeditionary form for have decided upon throwing the burden of 
Egypt. the cost of Indian troops sent to Egypt on the 
shoulders of India. Egypt will thus become a source of trouble to India. 
An increase of three pence in the income-tax has been proposed in England 
to meet the demand. Will poor India, already overtaxed, be similarly 
subjected to another tax during the benign government of Lord Ripon! 
It is to be hoped Lord Ripon will not allow his fair fame to be tarnished by 
such an act. The demand can well be met from the surplus of 
£285,000 shown by Major Baring in his financial budget. 

27. The Puri Patrikd, of the 81st July, says that the inhabitants 
of the town have manifested great interest 
; in the subject of self-government. During 
this week meetings have been held to consider the rules in regard 1 
election, and a large meeting is to be held next Monday to settle the whole 
question. 

28. The Balasore Sdptdhik Sambdd Patrikd, of the 3rd August, 
has been informed that a man from Mogal- 
bundi, who resided in a village in Mourbhun| 
for the purpose of grazing his cattle, had 41 cows and 14 buffaloes 
forcibly carried off to the Nilgiri Rajah’s Gur by the Rajah’s zemindat 
aided by 150 persons. The man himself was also seized and taken 
to the Gur. It is reported that the Rajah detained him for several days; 
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qhen released he went to the Mourbhunj Gur, and presented a petition to 
Baboo Nunda Kishore Das, Assistant Superintendent of the Tributary 
Mehals, wwho was there at that time. The Baboo ordered that a local 
‘avestigation of the case should be made by the Mourbhunj Police. 
99, The Utkal Dimikd, of the 5th August, observes in reference to the 

jfrairs of the Mourbhunj recommendation of the Utkal Darpana that the 
eatate. | management of the Mourbhunj estate should be 
| entrusted to the two brothers of the late Maharajah, that it is not one which 
is likely to be receivd withe favour by the Superintendent of the Tributary 
Mehals. Nor can we approve of it. Though the late Maharajah was 
possessed of many good qualities, he was not a good administrator. In order 
to improve the condition of the tenantry, and to secure the prosperity of so 
extensive an estate, it is necessary that new regulations should be framed and 
, manager of a high grade appointed. Whether the manager be European 
or Native, matters little. It is, however, necessary that he should be an 
intelligent, far-seeing man ; to appoint a young and low grade man would 
be sure to occasion the evil which the Dwurpan apprehends. Should the 
Rajah’s brothers be competent and desire to be employed, it will only be 
right to make them assistant managers. The members of the families 
of the Gurjat Rajahs of this district spend their time in idleness, enjoying 
their pensions. ‘To induce them to take a part inthe work of administration 
is in every respect proper, and would be productive of good results. It is to 
be regretted that Rajahs pay no regard to this subject, and their brothers 
filled by a sense of the glory of their high birth, never engage in, or 

qualify themselves for, service or trade. 
30. A writer in the same paper, again referring tothe article in the 
Statesman on canals and railways’ in 
Orissa, says, in regard to the latter, the time 
| has arrived when the people of Orissa should awake to their wants, and make 
known to the Government the means of supplying them. Among the routes 
proposed by the writer in the Statesman for a railway to connect Calcutta 
and Cuttack, that which would connect Bhudruck, the terminus of the canal, 
and Midnapore by rail is looked upon’ with favour inasmuch as it 
would unite the two principal districts of Orissa. If there were no other 
route convenient for a railway to Orissa, we should adhere tothis. We have, 
however, again and again shown that the proper line fora railway is v7dé 
Sambalpore. 

dl. The Purusottum Patrikd, of the 31st July, referring to the fact 

A Bengali lad passes the Indian Civil Of @ Benagliboy having passed the Civil 
ee We Service examination in England at the age 
119 years, says that formerly candidates for the said examination were 
allowed to pass at the age of 21 years, but as this prescribed limit enabled 
many a Bengali to pass the test, the selfish English people, seeing their in- 
lerests at stake, have enforced this new condition for the last eight years, and 
by so doing they have shewn their meanness as anation. Now all the world 
has seen how a rice-and-dal-eating Bengali boy of 16 years of age, crossing, 
as the saying goes, 7 seas and 13 rivers, and living in England until now, 
_ res all their efforts, and lighted up the face of India, especially of 

engal. 

32. The same paper, referring to an article on the Khoordah settle- 
ment, published in one of the recent numbers 
of the Utkal: Dipikd, writes as follows :— 

_ The Editor of the Utkal Dipikd seems to have formed a onesided 
Opinion, founded on the memorial which the Khoordah ryots have for- 
warded to Government, stating their objections against the present settle- 
ment. We cannot rightly judge of the merits of the objections contained 
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in the said memorial, not having seen it ourselves; but we must str 
object to the Khoordah settlement being compared with that of the Cuny 
Khas Mehal. To many of the readers who have seen the article in the Dipikg 
it may have appeared that the rents have been enhanced too heavily, but 
such is not the fact. The sudder jumma at the late settlement Was 
Rs. 16,708, and that at the present setilement is Rs. 3,11,096, the 
increase being Rs. 53-9 per cent. or annas 8-6 per rupee, But 
in this increased amount are included the rents fixed on lands, such as 
jageer, bajiapti, bagatt, and tala abadi. The rents on these lands, though! 
they have not been separately settled, may be supposed to amount +, 
Rs. 61,000, and when allowance is made for this sum, the total of the present 
sudder jumma comes to Rs. 2,50,096, the increase being annas 7-6 per 
rupee. He who has seen the Koordah land and knows its productive power 
cannot say that the enhancement has been too heavy. Besides, the total g 
cultivated land of the present settlement in acres is 204,947, and the sudder 
jumma comes to Rs. 1-9 per acre. From this the readers may see that there 
is no just ground for objection to the enhancement of rent. With regard 
to the objections urged by the ryots, we have to say that, when ekpodig 
or notices of enhancement of rent were served last year, the Commissione; 
directed the ryots to lodge complaints under Act X of 1859 in case 
where the enhancement was felt to be very heavy. This was the best way, 
and had the ryots any strong or reasonable objections, thousands of con- 
plaints would doubtless have been made ; but with the exception of two cases 
no such complaint was made. We are obliged as in duty bound to state 
that we greatly doubt whether all the ryots have given their consent to the 
memorial referred to being forwarded to Government. | 
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